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ADVANCE FACT SHEET 


EXHIBITION: Chardin 1699-1779 


DATES: June 6 through August 12, 1979, free to the public 

SIGNIFICANCE: This is the first comprehensive exhibition of the paintings 

of Jean SimAon Chardin (1699-1779) to be organized in this century 
and the first major retrospective of this artist's work ever 
assembled. Chardin is generally considered to be the most important 
French still-life painter of the eighteenth century and one of the 
greatest still-life painters of all time. 

The show, which commemorates the bi-centennial of the artist's 
death, comes to Cleveland directly from the Grand Palais in Paris, 
where it opened earlier this year to enthusiastic critical reviews. 
Following the Cleveland showing it will be seen in Boston at the 
Museum of Fine Arts from September 3 to November 5, 1979. 

Bringing a quality Diderot called "magical" and which Proust 
referred to as "witchery" to the painting of everyday household 
objects and middle-class domestic scenes, Chardin created a stunning 
body of work that was jealously sought after by royalty, the 
aristocracy, and his own middle class. Many of these canvases, 
gathered from private collections, have not been shown publicly 
since Chardin's death. 

Both the nineteenth century realists and impressionists found 
Chardin's work exciting. His bold brushwork stimulated Van Gogh, and 
the abstract character of the late still lifes influenced CAzanne. 

Most modern museum visitors will find Chardin's clear-eyed, realistic 
definition of familiar household subjects and scenes both accessible and 
appealing . 

CONTENTS: Some 90 paintings (including an extraordinary late pastel of 

the artist's wife not included in the Paris show) document Chardin's 
remarkable career, tracing the development of his still-life 
paintings, portraits, domestic scenes, and decorative allegories. 


(more) 
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AUSPICES & 
SUPPORT: 


LENDERS : 


CATALOGUE: 


SUPPLEMENTARY 

ACTIVITIES: 


The exhibition was prepared by Pierre Rosenberg, curator of 
paintings at the Louvre. It was organized by the National Museums 
of France in collaboration with The Cleveland Museum of Art and 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the only two cities in America 
where it will be seen. The exhibition is supported by grants from 
the National Endowment for the Arts and by a federal indemnity from 
the Federal Council on the Arts and Humanities. Dr. William S. Talbot, 
associate curator of paintings at The Cleveland Museum of Art, is in 
charge of the American showings . 


From France come 53 pictures loaned by 21 public and private 
collections. The Louvre is lending 13 works and key paintings will 
come from the private collections of the Baron Phillipe de Rothschild 
and the descendants of the Marcille family--the most important 
collectors of Chardin active in the last century. Twenty-seven 
pictures come from 20 American and Canadian lenders, including major 
Chardins from the National Gallery of Art in Washington, The Art 
Institute of Chicago, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and The 
National Gallery of Canada. 


The 428-page American translation of Pierre Rosenberg’s French 
catalogue of the exhibition contains over 300 black and white 
illustrations and 24 color plates, showing all the works in the 
exhibition as well as other versions Chardin did of some of his 
paintings. (Available at the Museum’s sales desk; softbound) It 
includes an introduction and eight essays by Rosenberg dealing with 
Chardin’s life, critical assessments of his work from his own time 
to the present, the eighteenth-century kitchen utensils and other 
household objects found in Chardin’s paintings, and the changes in 
subject matter occurring throughout his nearly fifty-year career. 


Pierre Rosenberg will speak on ’’Chardin: A New Approach” at 
the Members’ Preview on Tuesday, June 5 at 6 pm. Rosenberg, who 
served as French Commissioner for The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
exhibition The European Vision of America , is an authority on 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century French painting and the author 
of numerous books, articles and exhibition catalogues. 

A free illustrated guide to the show written by Mark Johson, 
an instructor in The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Department of Art History 
and Education, will be available to people attending the exhibition. 

Mr. Johnson and others will give daily gallery talks in the 
exhibition June 6 through 12 at 1:30 pm. (Groups may arrange special 
gallery talks by calling 421-7340, Ext. 375.) 


(more) 
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Chardin and the Still Life Tradition In France , an exhibition 
produced by The Cleveland Museum of Art's Department of Art History 
and Education will supplement the Chardin exhibition during its 
Cleveland showing. Thirty-five works by Chardin's predecessors 
and contemporaries and nineteenth-century still-life painters will 
be compared and contrasted with works by Chardin to examine Chardin's 
role in the evolution of still-life painting. A catalogue written 
by Dr. Gabriel P. Weisberg, curator of art history and education at 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, and Dr. William S. Talbot accompanies 
this exhibition. 

A slide-tape on the Chardin exhibition prepared by the Department 
of Art History and Education will run daily in the audio-visual 
center on the classroom level, from 11:30 am to 2 pm Tuesday through 
Saturday, and from 1:30 to A:30 pm Sundays. 

In July the Museum will offer a series of lectures on Chardin 
by Mark Johnson. The Wednesday Evening Festival Series will also 
concentrate on Chardin and his work. 


# # # 


For additional information, photographs, or color transparencies, please contact 
the Public Relations Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


